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[bookmark: _GoBack]America Skip School: Why We Talk so Much about Education and Do Little
The Department of Education Statistics on adult literacy and numeracy in the United States  issued a report showed a lack of basic  literacy in more than 90% of American adults. Less than 20% could interpret poems and could identify two metaphors. Only about 4% could determine the estimated cost of carpeting a given size of a room using a calculator. Despite the release of the report, still, two of America's largest school delayed in resuming of its operation .the one in New York claimed to remove asbestos from an old building while the one in Chicago was struggling on budget. 
Pundits raised concerns on the education crisis with increasing crimes among the school going children as some of them came along with guns to school committing murder. This was a common occurrence in urban schools and colleges as they had the highest numbers of school dropouts. The dropouts arrested ended up serving in juvenile jails. Although they were taken to rehabilitation school only one of four would turn to be good people in the community, but the rest ended up becoming drug addicts or gangsters and would spend the rest of their time in prison.
Statistics show that teachers are paid less money as compared to other professionals like doctors and accountants in the United States while those teachers in Japan and Germany had a higher pay. Also, the American children spend only 180 days a year in school against their counterparts in Japan and Europe of 240 days a year. The poor children are more vulnerable to babysitting instead of doing homework at home, engaging in gangs at school and drugs in the classroom.  The American government has given up on public schools and has failed to provide the necessary physical structure to meet the minimum standard requirements. This is like killing the future dreams of not only the children but also for the country. 
 In 1957 American schools have been criticized for failing to achieve the world education standards in science education. The National Commission on Excellence in education warned America that the failure to give attention to their education standards was putting the future of their people at risk. The system crumbles, and the pundits have failed to search the core root the evil and end up coming with excuses instead. Allan Bloom has criticized this negligence of education standards and condemns the young people and describes them as selfish, lazy, materialistic, greedy and illiterate. The young people have become hypocritical in the sense that they fail to practice what they learn in books but have given much attention to watching movies, television programs, advertisement, engaging in politics and identifying their celebrities whom they view as their role models.
Televisions have played a role in teaching the wrong lessons to the children as they show advertisements that are misleading and the children get to admire the wrong role models of who do not enhance education. The federal government could play a role in attracting young professionals into teaching by raising the teacher’s salary. The higher salary pay would substantially change the current situation where more than half of the regular teachers in New York engage in something external besides teaching to boost their earning so that they may be able to meet their needs to a satisfactory level. This shows that the teachers do not actively involve themselves fully into teaching as they have divided attention. The government could also upgrade the physical facilities available at the schools so that they meet the minimum requirements of urban institutions. This upgrade would enable the children to have a good learning environment and concentrate fully.

A Nation Still At Risk
Blue ribbon commission declared the United States at risk after studying their education system and found out that it was not relevant. The students were not learning the right curriculum. They were so lazy and did not have enough time in school. Their teachers had not attained the required training to teach, while the schools lacked the minimum standard requirements. The United was warned to take a corrective measure to rescue the precarious state of the ailing nation or else it would crumble .This would consequently weaken the economy of the land, weaken the defense system of the government, and erode the culture of the country.
 Graduates raised great concern as most of them after their four years of study in college were not able to put into practice what they have been learning in school. This is due to claims that colleges poorly educate their students because they do not fully optimize their knowledge and their response to the basic skills is too little. Some of them are equals to the illiterate as they do not understand or interpret things well as per their average education level. For example, only 5% of high school student could read and comprehend great information on technical materials or maps and solve mathematical problems using algebra.
Young Americans who have gone through University and entering into the job markets are not able to handle the jobs available to them .This means that the American nation is lagging  behind the European and Asian competitors. These poor results are attributed to ignorance by most students and graduates despite the government putting efforts to reform this mess.
American parents failed to point out on the education issues of their children, but they praised it and said it was satisfactory to them. This is because the higher marks their children score made them feel that it is as satisfying and impression that their schools were in decent shape and improving. Little did the parents know the standards themselves were low and that getting better marks in class does not mean that the student is learning and acquiring the skills aimed.
American high school students study basic subjects, that is, chemistry, history and foreign language in a single year while in other countries they are considered every year in their curriculum. Also, American children have spent fewer school days and school years than their peers in other industrialized nations. American youngsters from poor backgrounds are not accessing the quality of education that will enable them to succeed in modern society. Therefore, this considerably shakes the ability of the nation to raise future citizens who have the required skills necessary to promote development.
The American education system only focusses on the ‘process method' of teaching. However, this method is not valid since it cannot produce people who know anything and independent in their skills. That is why civilian control of education is essential as it helps to build experts who have an interest in what they do and they help in the formulation of relevant policies. The American parents are for a better system, and most of them would wish their children to become better than them in terms of acquiring education skills and knowledge.

